
 

 

WAUPACA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes – 4 October 2022 

Waupaca County Courthouse – LL43 

 
Chairman Bosquez called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and read the open meeting statement. 
 
Roll Call:  Chairman Pete Bosquez, Supervisors Sue Golding and John Miller were present. Also, present, 
Ann Casamassa and John Francis from the Parks Department and Steve Rawson (public).  Jack Spierings and 
Jake Timm were absent. 
 
Review and Approve Agenda:  Motion by Miller, seconded by Golding to approve the agenda. Motion carried 
without a negative vote. 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Motion by Golding, seconded by Miller to approve the 13 September 
2022 minutes. Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Public Comment/Correspondence:  Bosquez opened the floor to public comment or correspondence, Mr. 
Rawson stated that he attended the Town of Farmington meeting and the consensus was that people were 
happy with Limekiln Crossing as a new name for Indian Crossing Park.  There was no correspondence.    
 
Big Falls Canoe and Kayak Launch – Review and award bids:  

Dock Proposals - Big Falls ADA Kayak Dock - Budget = $52,000 

Bidder From Cost Notes 

Schmidt Docks Waupaca $51,229.60   

J.F. Brennan Company, Inc LaCrosse $39,776.00   
 
Francis reported the results of the bid opening and stated that a representative from the Brennan Company 
was on hand so he and Casamassa were able to ask questions about their bid.  Francis stated that the dock 
appeared to be well built and talked about the differences between the Schmidt dock and the Brennan one.  
There was discussion about the docks and how the different designs work and meet ADA requirements. 
 
Motion by Miller, seconded by Golding to award the bid to J.F. Brennan Company, Inc. for $39,776.00.  Motion 
carried without a negative vote. 
 
Chief Waupaca Historical Site – Discuss Historical Society request to remove sign:  

 Francis explained that he was contacted by the local historical society about removing the historical 
marker sign located at the Chief Waupaca Historical Site located south of Marion off Hwy 110.  The 
sign is owned by the State Historical Society while the site is owned by Waupaca County and is listed 
as a burial site.  He handed out copies of a picture of the sign and explained that the folks at the 
Historical Society are exploring the idea that the story told on the sign may be more legend than truth.  
There is the possibility that there was never a Chief Waupaca.  The Society would like to remove the 
sign for now and they said they would come up with a sign to hang in it’s place until more research is 
done.   

 Bosquez stated that he has been looking into this issue.  Even if the story on the sign is not true, it is 
very likely that this site is a burial site and according to the sign, there may be around 20 people buried 
in or around the site.  He would like to make sure we manage the site so that those buried there are 
treated with respect.  He contact Carl Artz with the homicide group in the Sheriff’s Office to see if they 
would be willing to do a training on the site with ground penetrating radar (GPR) and see if any likely 
burials can be pinpointed as there are not grave markers on site.  He wants to be sure the parking lot is 
not placed over anyone’s remains.  He also suggested that we try to see if any universities would be 



 

 

interested in doing research on this issue – the idea being to find out about the site without costing the 
County money. 
 
 
 

 There was discussion about what maintenance is done to the site and what should be done.  It was 
asked if the site could be left to go “natural” or at least very minimal maintenance.  Francis stated that it 
might be a good idea to work with the State Historical Society to see what appropriate management 
would be.  There was talk about what can be done around burial mounds and that there are none on 
the site in its present state.  We will continue to look into this issue and try to get some answers for 
future discussion.  

 
Pauer’s Property – Discuss plan for opening site for public use:   

 Francis gave some background information on how the site came to be owned by the County and how 
Park staff has been working on a rough plan of action for what will need to be done before the site can 
be opened to the general public.  He would like to have an approved plan in place so that the gate 
could be opened up in the Spring of 2023.  He and Casamassa met at the site recently and came up 
with a list of things to consider. 

 Casamassa talked about the following issues: 
o A gate should be installed and a small parking lot created to give people a place to drive into the 

property and park that is not right next to all the buildings. 
o One of the sheds near the house is in very poor shape and in danger of falling over; this would 

have to be knocked down prior to allowing people back there. 
o The deck and the stairs up to it on the house would need to be fenced off to keep people from 

getting hurt and preventing access to the roof of the house – again a safety issue. 
o There is a fair amount of garbage and old personal property that will need to be hauled away 

from near the house. 
o The screened in patio under the 2nd story deck should have the screen removed and all the 

garbage stored in that area will need to be hauled away. 
o It will also need to be decided what to do about the three outlying cabins – do we try to close 

them up or leave them open for exploration. 

 Miller stated that he has never visited the site and asked what the site had to offer.  There was 
discussion about the small trail system that is on site and the various forest types found on site.  The 
southern end of the property boarders the North Branch of the Little Wolf River.   

 Golding asked about the history of the cabins on site.  Casamassa explained that cabin #1 is the oldest 
and was moved on site by the WCC crew.  Cabin #2 was built from logs harvested on site and from the 
County Forest by the WCC crew.  Cabin #3 was never completed after the WCC program was 
eliminated.  It has rough openings for doors and windows, but they remain open to the elements. 

 There was discussion about what the original intent for the property was.  It was to be the PEEP – 
Pauers Environmental Education Preserve but since the program was never developed, it will likely not 
be used for this purpose. There are other venues that have filled that void in the years since – namely 
the Central Wisconsin Environmental Education Center and the Mosquito Hill Nature Center.   

 Francis stated that the long-range plans for the property could be decided in the future, he would just 
like to get the site opened to the public as soon as possible.  Further evaluation of the buildings on site 
will have to be done in future phases to decide what should stay, what should go, and how to pay for 
any work that needs to be done.  This multiple phase approach was discussed and staff was given the 
go ahead to address the safety issues and the small parking lot development so that the main gate 
could be opened in Spring of 2023. 

 
Supervisor Report(s):  Conference, Seminar, Convention, and/or Webinars:  Bosquez asked if anyone 
had anything to report, there was nothing.   
 



 

 

Projects Update:  Casamassa reported on the following items: 

 Fairgrounds Winter Storage:  Staff started taking in storage items on Monday and if all the customers show 
up that made appointments, all the buildings should be full.  We have never had to advertise this service 
and almost always fill up.  This is a very busy time for us as two staff are taking in storage and the 
remaining two are left to try to keep up with events and fall projects. 

 County Forest Improvements: The picnic shelter building is complete, the trail connector segments are 
done as well.  We are working with the County GIS folks to develop a trail map of the site.  Casamassa 
also obtained permits to improve the trail crossings on Desert Road from the Town.  This was required as 
the trail grade through the ditches was pretty steep and recent road repairs raised the pavement level by 6-
8 inches.  Staff will be building some gates this winter to help prevent vehicles from using these improved 
accesses to the trails. 

 Gill’s Landing Canoe/Kayak Dock:  The dock is in and is being used.  There was discussion about the 
number of people already using it. 

 Gill’s Landing Restroom:  The restroom was outfitted with new doors, trim and painted.  It gets a lot of use 
and has been in place since 2006. 

 Marion Wayside Restroom:  This is scheduled to be removed by the Highway Department, it would have 
been done already but their excavator is out of service. 

 Park Winterization:  This will be starting soon and includes sites at the Fairgrounds, Camp Vic-To-Rae, 
Oakwood and the Dog Park. 

 Brushing:  Staff has removed brush from the Keller Lake Dam and are working on several other properties 
including the Tomorrow River State Trail and Pauer’s. 

 Francis reported that he and Bosquez met with the City of Waupaca to discuss the possible transfer of that 
park to the City.  More to come on that at future meetings. 

 
Upcoming meetings:  The next scheduled meeting was set for 9:00 am, 1 November 2022  
 
Adjourn:   Motion by Miller to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 10:02 am. 
   
 
        Submitted by, 
 
 
        John D. Francis 
        Parks and Solid Waste Director 

 


